
SOTYSTUDENTS OF 
THE YEAR

CELEBRATING A YEAR OF STUDENTS 
& STAFF UNAFRAID TO INNOVATE



Welcome from  
Dr Julie Mills OBE, CEO & Group Principal 

Welcome to the 2021 Milton Keynes College Students 
of the Year celebrations. We have decided to host the 
awards online again this year but we are excited to share 
the same amount of excitement and celebration towards 
our student successes.

Students of the Year is the highlight of our College 
calendar, where we celebrate and are inspired by the 
achievements of our students over the last 12 months.

This year’s theme focuses on the College values, 
particularly how both our students and staff have been 
unafraid to innovate over the past year. 

The winners you will applaud this evening represent a 
student body of over 30,000 learners drawn from across 
Milton Keynes, the surrounding areas and further afield. 
Milton Keynes College has a talented and diverse student 
body of which we are extremely proud. We see this as a 
hallmark of our success, bringing together people from 
many backgrounds and traditions, helping to empower 
them all to succeed in their own individual ways.

Tonight’s winners have demonstrated excellence and 
dedication to their chosen path, supported others and 
promoted the good of the College in the wider community.  
I am sure their family, friends and supporters all feel 
enormously proud of their achievements and tonight we 
celebrate with them.

Our students’ successes are built upon the commitment 
and professionalism of College staff who work tirelessly 
throughout the year to support our learners. In addition 
to the student awards, we will be honouring the staff with 
their own category, where winners have been selected 
from hundreds of nominations from students.

Celebrating our students’ talents in the way we will tonight 
would not be possible without the contribution of amazing 
partners.I would like to thank our sponsors this evening 
for generously supporting these awards. Your commitment 
to the event is greatly appreciated as always.

I hope you enjoy this evening’s celebrations. You are in for 
a treat!

Best wishes,

Dr Julie Mills OBE
CEO & Group Principal
Milton Keynes College 



ABOUT THE AWARD SPONSOR: 
PERSONAL GROUP 
Personal Group provides the latest employee benefits and wellbeing 
products, in addition to employee focussed healthcare cash plans. 
We deliver engagement levels of 70%+ via our unique face-to-face 
approach, and Hapi, the platform and app that’s tailored to your 
business. We protect the unprotected and connect the unconnected.

www.personalgroup.com/  
01908 605 000

AWARD WINNER: AMY DAVIES  

AWARD: ACCESS TO HIGHER 
EDUCATION AWARD  

STUDY PROGRAMME:  
ACCESS TO HIGHER EDUCATION  
Amy is full of life, helps her peers and happily supports anyone who 
needs it. She is a sincere and hardworking student who always 
achieves excellent grades – even while home schooling 5 children 
single-handedly and working part time. 

Her enthusiasm, positive attitude and energetic presence is an 
influencing factor to her classmates. Owing to her excellent time 
management and organisational skills, Amy demonstrates excellent 
attendance and punctuality across all subjects. She is a reliable and 
confident individual who works very well with other students and 
tutors. Amy is the student rep for her class and continually brings 
the group together as one team, encouraging all students to support 
one another. She is the driving force in many group activities, taking 
responsibility and motivating others. 

Despite experiencing her own bereavements, Amy has been very 
strong, accepting all that life has thrown at her and continues to 
spread warmth to others.  

After returning to education after a gap of 20 years, she is an 
inspiration to all who want to do the same and motivates so many 
others while on her own journey. Through her cheerful and ever 
willing to help attitude, she motivates others to carry on and 
overcome their own difficulties. She proves that age and personal 
difficulties will not stop someone from fulfilling a dream and achieving 
the best.  

Amy has applied to study midwifery at university and wishes to 
specialise as a bereavement midwife upon completing her studies. 

AWARD WINNER: CASEY MURRAY  

AWARD: CONSTRUCTION AWARD

STUDY PROGRAMME: LEVEL 1 
PAINTING AND DECORATING  
Casey was nominated for this award due to her devotion to the 
course and superb attention to detail when perfecting her practical, 
technical skills. Despite the challenges of lockdown, she has 
completed all 8 exams required and has done extremely well – 
something that she should be extremely proud of. The look on her 
face and reaction when she was informed of her first exam pass 
was magical from a tutor’s point of view. She was very proud of her 
achievement and as a family orientated student could not wait to 
inform her grandparents.  

Casey was extremely shy during her time at school and upon joining 
the course but has flourished during her time at college. We have 
seen a dramatic change in her confidence as she has overcome her 
own personal struggles with anxiety. Casey is a very responsible 
member of our class, engaging fantastically in all lessons.  She has 
always complied with college rules and is on hand to help other 
students whenever they need it, which in turn has helped her 
confidence. Due to this willingness to help, she has been nominated 
to become a peer mentor which she would be extremely good at. 

Casey has used her time on the course to learn new life skills and has 
prepared herself fully to enter further study and full time work. She 
will progress onto Level 2 Painting and Decorating upon completing 
the course and would be an ideal apprenticeship candidate.   

ABOUT THE AWARD SPONSOR: 
CAREYS PLC
The Carey Group is a leading family-owned construction business, 
operating across the UK and Ireland. Formed in 1969 by the three 
Carey brothers, we deliver a range of specialist civil engineering and 
dry lining services across multiple sectors.  Our vision is to be the most 
trusted and socially responsible construction company, that people are 
proud to work with.

Inspire Inspire



AWARD WINNER:  
JAMES DORRELL  

AWARD: MOTOR VEHICLE AWARD

STUDY PROGRAMME:  
LEVEL 3 MOTOR VEHICLE
James is a very capable student who is popular with his peers. He is 
always ready to offer them help and readily joins in all class activities. 
He has 100% attendance and is excelling in his coursework. James 
has volunteered to mentor some of our Level 1 and 2 students and 
regularly gives up his free time to join them in online lessons. He 
shares his knowledge and experience with them, showing and telling 
them how they can achieve and be able to progress to Level 3. 

He is always happy to support the tutors too, working with small 
groups of students assisting and guiding them with research and 
assignment writing.  

James embodies the College’s values. Excellence; his work is always 
of a very high standard, he will not accept ‘just passing’ and strives 
for the highest grade possible. Respect; he respects others’ opinions, 
listens to other points of view, is polite and willing to help others, 
and is also respected by his peers and staff. Integrity; James accepts 
responsibility for mistakes and learns from them, he has taken 
ownership of his coursework and in all that he strives to achieve.  

James has already successfully completed the Level 2 course and 
upon completing Level 3 will be entering full time employment within 
his chosen field. 

AWARD WINNER: 
SOPHIE LAY  

AWARD: BUSINESS AWARD

STUDY PROGRAMME:  
LEVEL 2 BUSINESS
Sophie is an excellent student.  She is really focused and supportive 
of others.  She has had several hurdles to overcome yet remains 
focused and committed to achieving the highest grades.  

Despite extremely difficult personal circumstances, Sophie has 
been an incredibly committed and determined student. While 
balancing challenging home and college priorities, Sophie managed 
to complete her Level 2 Beauty course and has since joined the 
Business group, catching up with work extremely well and achieving 
distinctions in all her work.

Throughout, she has insisted that nothing will get in the way of her 
attendance and that she will move home around college days – 
another example of the amazing commitment she has to her studies. 

Sophie puts maximum effort into all her work and is always very 
supportive to others. She has been a great help to classmates during 
online learning and can always be relied on to lead in breakout 
sessions and answer questions from other students. Sophie hopes to 
do Level 3 Beauty next year and then do her Level 4 Beauty (degree 
equivalent) at a specialist beauty college. 

ABOUT THE AWARD SPONSOR: 
THE MORTGAGE STORE
Having established in 2003, The Mortgage Store now employs over 
60 people with client representation across the UK. We provide 
mortgage advice directly to our clients in a range of different ways 
due to the implementation of new and exciting technology, and 
continue to embrace positive change in an industry which is evolving 
very rapidly.

ABOUT THE AWARD SPONSOR: ASTON 
MARTIN COGNIZANT FORMULA ONE TEAM
With one of the most iconic emblems in the world above our garage and a  
team of almost 500 passionate men and women at our heart, this is a team  
with both a rich heritage and a fresh perspective – bringing new energy to the 
sport with a determination to shake up the order and compete at the sharp  
end. We are all in, and everyone is welcome.

Excellence Excellence



AWARD WINNER: S.D.

AWARD: PRISON SERVICES  
STUDENT OF THE YEAR 

STUDY PROGRAMME:  
FUNCTIONAL SKILLS
It’s always been a pleasure to have SD in education, he puts 
everything he can into doing his best on every course he takes. He 
is keen to learn and better himself and has shown a great amount of 
determination and self-discipline for someone in his position. 

During the pandemic, SD has faced a family bereavement. SD dealt 
with his grief by throwing himself into his education and keeping 
himself busy. His communication skills throughout this period were 
outstanding, being able to articulate his feelings and ask for support, 
which, considering the environment SD is in, is extremely mature. 
Due to the ongoing pandemic, there was some confusion around 
whether he would be able to attend the funeral. SD made sure he 
did everything he could to keep on his high score and show he was 
responsible enough to be trusted to leave the establishment for the 
day. In education, we were very proud of the way SD conducted 
himself throughout this horrible experience, especially given how 
easy it would be for him to choose anger and lash out instead. He 
showed real personal development in this time. 

SD entered the prison with E3 in Maths and English. He has since 
achieved Level 2 in English and Level 1 in Maths. He also achieved 
Level 2 in Business, Level 1 in Customer Service and Level 1 in Music. 
He has also completed all in cell PSD courses, including, sexual 
health, World War II, Driving Theory and Remembrance. He has also 
taken part in many creative projects.

SD is a pleasure to have in class. He always brings a positive attitude 
which contributes to the atmosphere in class. He is brave and is not 
afraid to call his peers out and discourage disrespectful behaviours 
towards each other and College staff. He is an advocate for college 
courses and will go out of his way to encourage other prisoners to 
start courses. He is a role model who is always kind and respectful. 
In what can be a difficult environment to work in, SD makes things 
easier and is a breath of fresh air. 

SD is now planning to move on and further his education by doing an 
A Level Business course.

ABOUT THE AWARD SPONSOR: 
TIMPSON
At Timpson we are proud to be the UK and Ireland’s leading retail 
service provider of shoe repairs, key cutting, watch repairs, engraved 
personalised gifts like photo Zippo lighters and slate house signs, dry 
cleaning and assisted photo ID.  We are also the UK’s fastest growing 
specialist locksmith service offering a full range of services including 
lock outs, access control security and master key systems for domestic 
customers and many leading blue chip companies.

AWARD WINNER: ARBAZ KHAN  

AWARD: ESOL & ALTERNATIVE 
PROVISIONS AWARD

STUDY PROGRAMME: ESOL 
Arbaz invokes respect for his determination to succeed against 
all odds, refusing to bow under the weight of his language and 
comprehension limitations. He has missed many years of schooling 
as a result of an ongoing war in his native Afghanistan. He has 
witnessed things that we can only imagine but he has not let this 
affect his determination.

Arbaz demonstrates our College values of inspiration, respect and 
integrity boundlessly. Despite overwhelming barriers, he has never 
given up or allowed the trauma of his experiences to drown him. 
Knowing his background makes his eagerness to learn and master 
new vocabulary even more admirable. With obvious enthusiasm, 
Arbaz seizes this gift of the opportunity to acquire knowledge with 
both hands.  

Having spent many years outside of formal education and not 
speaking any English, he has worked extremely hard and regularly 
passes exams with flying colours. The fact that he takes feedback 
given to him and is assertive enough to ask questions about his 
marks, proves his desire to progress and succeed.  

Arbaz has thrown himself into college life. He plays football with the 
College team and has been chosen as a ‘subject-buddy’ due to his 
willingness to help. He was overwhelmingly voted to be our ESOL 
Rep by his peers and is a considerate and helpful member of the 
class. There have been times when he would miss his own break 
to show a new student around our campus site and regularly seeks 
permission to speak in his own language to help others when they 
struggle with comprehension issues.  

Upon completing the course, Arbaz will be moving to Entry Level 2 of 
his ESOL course.  

ABOUT THE AWARD SPONSOR: 
MILTON KEYNES UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL
We are a medium sized district hospital providing a full range of acute 
hospital services and an increasing number of specialist services to the 
growing population of Milton Keynes and surrounding areas. 

Respect



AWARD WINNER: OWEN ROWLANDS  

AWARD: INCLUSIVE LEARNING AWARD 

STUDY PROGRAMME:  
INCLUSIVE LEARNING  
Owen is focused and ready to work in every one of his lessons. He 
always turns up on time and is fully prepared. He works to a very 
high standard and always puts all his effort in. He constantly shows 
positivity towards any advice he is given and feedback on the work 
he has completed. Owen does not understand how far he has come 
and the level of achievement that he has made. He is caring and 
genuine and deserves to be recognised for his achievement and the 
journey that he is undergoing.  

Owen started his journey in the Inclusive Learning department in 
September 2020. He started college as a quiet, subdued young man 
and was nervous of his new surroundings. This year has been his first 
year in a new learning provision for 5 years. It has taken him a little 
bit of time to settle in and come out of his shell and show his amazing 
personality. Owen will seek out ways to improve his work and will 
always listen to the advice of others, as well as offering his support to 
others that he can see are struggling.  

Owen has a way of putting a smile on everyone’s face, he has an 
amazing sense of humour. He will make light of any situation, this in 
a positive way can change the mood of a classroom environment. He 
has a very caring nature, and this is shown to everyone Owen works 
with. As a teacher I feel very privileged to have the opportunity to 
work with this incredible young man.  

Owen is on his way to completing his third unit in full, he has shown 
dedication to completing everything that has been set. He has 
achieved the completed units so far to a high standard.  

AWARD WINNER: FAHAMIDA AKTER  

AWARD: CREATIVE & DIGITAL ARTS 
AWARD

STUDY PROGRAMME:  
LEVEL 3 FASHION AND TEXTILES  
Fahamida is the epitome of dedicated, self-motivated and 
determined. Looking back over her time at MK College, her journey 
has been truly breath-taking. 5 years ago, Fahamida came to MK 
College with very limited English and art skills wanting to study 
Fashion. Sadly, this wasn’t possible due to her communication skills 
and lack of qualifications needed to complete the course. This was a 
huge challenge for her, but she met it head on. 

Instead of giving up, Fahamida successfully completed an ESOL 
course before working her way up through the various levels needed 
within the arts. This included the Level 1 and Level 2 in Art and 
Design, before moving on to the course she had worked so hard for - 
Fashion. She passed her first year with flying colours and is currently 
working towards a distinction in her second year. 

Fahamida is always nothing less than excellent in her attitude and 
behaviours towards learning. Everyone knows her in the department 
because she is so hardworking and always growing as a creative. She 
always goes above and beyond when developing her technical skills 
and has made so many clothes in her own time, because of her drive 
to be successful in such a competitive industry. 

Covid-19 has had a negative impact on her mental health resulting 
in medication, and she also cares for her Mum, but this has never 
stopped her from attending class or keeping up with coursework. The 
Creative Arts team are continually in awe of how well she had done 
and the impact she has on us all.  

 

ABOUT THE AWARD SPONSOR: 
WED2B
WED2B is fast becoming the global leader in bridalwear retail. With 
our own in-house design team and retail stores across the UK, 
Ireland, Belgium, Netherlands and Germany, we offer a huge range 
of high-quality, competitively priced designer bridalwear in a warm, 
friendly environment. It’s an experience our customers tell us they 
love and one we’re proud to offer. 

ABOUT THE AWARD SPONSOR: 
INCLUSIVE FARM
Inclusive Farm was set up by Michael Duxbury after 30 years both 
in agriculture and diversity. The aims are to offer on farm practical 
experience for other disabled people wanting a career in farming. We 
are delighted to be working with MK College to improve diversity for 
all. 

Inspire Excellence



AWARD WINNER: ADAM RIXON

AWARD: CARE PROFESSIONS AWARD  

STUDY PROGRAMME:  
LEVEL 2 HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE  
The decision to nominate Adam was a unanimous choice by the Care 
Team. Adam is not only a consistently hard-working student, but a 
Student Rep for his class as well as a driver for charities - initiating 
a collection for the Homeless within the Care curriculum. Adam was 
bullied at school and has used that experience to set up a charity 
called “Say No to Bullying”, for which he has engaged celebrities, 
has 495 followers on Tik Tok and is due to be shared through the 
Wolverton local paper. As well as this, Adam is a Naval Cadet and has 
been their longest standing anti-bullying ambassador, undertaking 
the Princess Diana training to tackle bullying.  

Adam has at times found parts of his course difficult but reads widely 
and researches the subject extensively. He submits all assignments 
on time - attempting the highest grade of an A* with every piece of 
work. He has remained focussed and determined throughout his 
course and is passionate about the rights of individuals with mental 
health issues, using his own experiences with anxiety and depression. 
Adam always makes sure that information from the student rep 
meetings is shared with the class, ensuring that the views of his peers 
are all sought prior to meetings. He has never allowed the restrictions 
of lockdown to dampen his enthusiasm for learning and college.  

Adam continues to inspire others through his work ethic and 
charitable work. He is extremely respectful to all those he 
communicates with and shows great integrity with his focus on 
helping others. Despite his own struggles, he has focussed on 
his education, and relentlessly continues to achieve his dream of 
becoming a Paediatric Nurse. 

Upon finishing the course, Adam will progress to a Nursing 
apprenticeship to achieve his aspiration of becoming a Paediatric 
Nurse. 

AWARD WINNER: MARIANNE GABRIEL  

AWARD: APPRENTICE OF THE YEAR  

STUDY PROGRAMME:  
DIGITAL MARKETING APPRENTICE
Marianne has been a great student since day one. She has engaged 
with the program and diligently taken on board feedback. Her 
assessments are a thing of beauty, always organised, professional 
and on time. She has excelled in her apprenticeship not only from a 
tutor’s point of view but from her employers’ too. Her dedication and 
commitment to the apprenticeship is extraordinary.  

While at work, Marianne has been exposed to several departments and 
taken on each task with a smile. She has worked with customer service, 
e-commerce and the marketing department. Her day-to-day includes 
several marketing challenges that she aims to solve. From raising click-
through rates on her mass email efforts to working, almost exclusively, 
in improving her employer website’s SEO.  

Marianne has been very proactive with college life. As part of the 
Digital Marketing apprenticeship, students can participate in a 30 
minute bitesize session every Wednesday. Marianne contributes to 
these sessions often, offering her insight and answering questions 
wherever possible. At the moment, Marianne is starting her EPA 
(End-point Assessment) process. She is the first of her cohort to be 
submitted to EPA and her portfolio is extremely good. As her tutor, I 
couldn’t be happier to have worked with Marianne. She has not only 
been a great student but also helped me be a better tutor. 

Marianne is interested in coding, gaming and software. She has 
mentioned that she is interested in pursuing a career in IT and has 
a clear vision on what she wants to do to improve her community 
and society through technology. Marianne has been offered a full 
time position with her current employer and is planning to take this 
opportunity. She has also shown an interest in going back to school 
and in completing her A Levels, with the prospect of going onto 
University. 

ABOUT THE AWARD SPONSOR:  
CERULEAN
For over 75 years, Cerulean has been synonymous with the supply of 
precision test and measurement equipment. We manufacture and supply 
quality control instrumentation equipment for the tobacco industry, 
tube packing machines, carton testing and temperature measurement 
instrumentation. Our company philosophy is grounded in innovation, 
customer service and continuous improvement.

ABOUT THE AWARD SPONSOR: 
THE NEW FACTORY 
The New Factory designs, develops, creates and manufactures 
anything. A unique combination of design knowledge and child-
related knowledge that all comes together in our factory space. From 
Nursery Furniture, Playground Design, Modular Buildings and Retail 
Displays, the New Factory works towards providing the best solution 
to meet each client’s bespoke needs.

Inspire Excellence



AWARD: STUDENT CHOICE 
AWARDS

TUTOR OF THE YEAR: 
HOLLY GIDMAN 

SUPPORT STAFF MEMBER  
OF THE YEAR: 
KIMMY KIMANI 

ABOUT THE AWARD SPONSOR: 
WSA: THE COMMUNICATIONS AGENCY 
WSA is a leading local communications agency specialising in supporting 
the education sector. We employ a team of 29 specialist marketing 
professionals, and are proud that we have recently hired our fourth 
apprentice via the College. Our heartfelt congratulations go to all the 
students at tonight’s awards.

AWARD WINNER: MATTHEW D’SOUZA  

AWARD: DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES 
AWARD

STUDY PROGRAMME:  
LEVEL 1 DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES  
Matthew has studied with MK College since 2016 and despite his 
journey not being the easiest, he is positive, tenacious and an 
inspiration to his peers and other students. Born with cognitive 
limitations and then latterly being involved in a car accident has left 
Matthew with a life changing condition. He has had to adapt to 
challenges as part of his condition. 

Matthew struggles to control the mouse and struggles with focus, but 
this has not stopped him gaining distinctions in every unit, including 
those which require fine motor skills.  

Matthew spends many hours outside of class to keep up with his 
coursework.  He refuses to accept mediocre and explores ways 
of overcoming his challenges.  He is often hard on himself as he 
strives for excellence. Matthew is a quiet, courteous and respectful 
young person, who has overcome so many barriers to gain his 
education.  He continues to be an inspiration to his peers and other 
students due to the challenges he has faced.   

Matthew hopes to either progress onto Level 2 IT courses or take the 
T Level Transition Programme. 

ABOUT THE AWARD SPONSOR:  
CLEARVIEW INTELLIGENCE
Clearview Intelligence provide Intelligent Transport System (ITS) technology 
solutions that support Active Travel, Network Optimisation and Route Safety. 
From highways to parking, we work with clients and partners to deploy 
the right solution and expertise to keep road users safe, traffic flowing and 
reduce congestion. A significant part of what we do is the provision of data 
to enable network operators to make informed and effective decisions, 
from our Journey Time Monitoring application to a variety of count and 
classification data for vehicles, cycles and pedestrians.

Excellence



AWARD WINNER: CHLOE HAMMOND  

AWARD: CATERING & HOSPITALITY 
SERVICES AWARD

STUDY PROGRAMME: LEVEL 3 
PROFESSIONAL COOKERY  
Chloe has proven to be an ideal student and is always proactive 
in her approach to education, constantly meeting deadlines and 
attentive to both her academic studies and the practical elements, 
she has received fantastic feedback from all those that have had 
the pleasure to encounter her. Described as having an ‘enquiring’ 
mind, she has shown professionalism with both customers and 
professionals alike. 

Chloe is an intelligent young woman who has a good understanding 
of all areas of hospitality. Her subject tutors have commented on how 
well she contributes to class discussions, whilst working in a realistic 
working environment. She is committed to learning, always strives for 
excellence and has reaped the benefits of independence, maturity 
and possibility. Leading by example, Chloe has researched and 
organised several noteworthy work placements. Winner of the Young 
Pastry Chef of the Year 2018, she continues to represent MK College 
excellently as she learns. Chloe has not only successfully achieved 
every qualification with flying colours, but continually contributes to 
the good fortune of the Catering & Hospitality department and The 
Brasserie. Their successes have been in line with Chloe’s.  

Her progress at Milton Keynes College has not been without 
adversity. She has had to overcome the hardship of family loss 
but has channelled difficulty into success. Having missed a large 
proportion of her studies in 2020, she has sought additional learning 
and invested in independent studies to further her career. She 
has worked extremely hard and has matured into a hardworking, 
conscientious student. 

Chloe has the culinary world at her feet; she could do anything and 
everything. Through her endeavours and ingenuity, she already 
has several options for future work. The Exclusive Academy and 
Silverstone have all said they would welcome her with open arms. 
With her professional, intuitive nature, the world is her oyster.  

ABOUT THE AWARD SPONSOR: 
FULLER, SMITH & TURNER PLC 
Fuller, Smith & Turner PLC is the premium pubs and hotels business 
famous for delicious fresh food, a vibrant and interesting range of drinks, 
and engaging service from passionate people. Fuller’s has 212 managed 
pubs, with 1,028 boutique bedrooms. Our Managed Pubs and Hotels 
include 15 iconic Ale & Pie pubs, 7 stunning hotels in the Cotswolds, 
and Bel & The Dragon – 6 exquisite country inns located in the Home 
Counties.

AWARD WINNER: DANIEL O’CONNOR  

AWARD: SPORTS AWARD

STUDY PROGRAMME: BTEC LEVEL 3 
SPORT (FOOTBALL ACADEMY)  
Daniel aspires to achieve excellence in everything he does. He is 
not only a hardworking student who never misses a deadline, but 
has also shown great leadership qualities, helping staff and other 
students in not only the practical football academy environment 
but also, in classroom and academic settings. Daniel’s commitment 
not only to his academic work, but the physical and psychological 
demands of football is always very high.  

This has been a challenging year for us all however, Daniel has 
taken it in his stride and has positively impacted the wellbeing of 
the football academy students. He has done this by leading online 
training discussions and checking in with his peers through online 
support groups, creating fun and safe environments for other 
students to talk about their emotional problems. Daniel is incredibly 
self-aware of his own mental health and has played a crucial role in 
supporting other students with their own mental health. 

The College values which Daniel embodies are inspiration, excellence 
and respect. Inspiration to other students by the way he acts and 
behaves, excellence in his academic grades this year, regularly 
achieving distinctions, and respect of all staff, students and fellow 
teammates.  

As well as his many academic achievements, Daniel was selected and 
plays consistently in a mens team as part of the MK Dons Supporters’ 
Association. He has shown great resilience and attitude to be able to 
play at that level and move from participation squad to development 
squad within the College. Daniel has also helped to host football 
tournaments at local schools, supports MK Dons Supporters’ 
Association with administration duties, and referees local youth 
football voluntarily to support the community and inspire the younger 
generations.   

Upon completing the course, Daniel wants to go on to gain his 
foundation degree qualification with potential to gain a full BSc 
degree alongside coaching to help forge his future career. 

ABOUT THE AWARD SPONSOR:  
FIERCE GYM
Fierce is Milton Keynes’ largest independent gym, spread across 
20,000 sq ft we have everything for a fitness enthusiast from 
cardio through to bodybuilding. We are very proud of the amazing 
equipment we have, the approach to delivering excellent customer 
service and of course our ever-expanding friendly community feel.

Excellence Excellence



AWARD WINNER: MOHAMMED ISLAM  

AWARD:  
PUBLIC SERVICES AWARD  

STUDY PROGRAMME:  
LEVEL 1 PUBLIC SERVICES AND LEVEL 1 
EXERCISE STUDIES  
Mohammed has applied himself well to the active industries course 
engaging in online lessons, guided learning, classroom lessons and 
practical sessions alike. During classes, once he has completed his own 
work without any encouragement, spends time supporting the rest of 
the class with their work and helps ESOL students to help understand 
the tasks better.   

He was voted as course representative by his fellow classmates and 
often shares his own opinions as well as those of quieter classmates 
to ensure that their voices are represented. Mohammed consistently 
achieves distinction level work, and has worked hard to overcome 
the challenges of online learning. Mohammed is very respectful with 
all members of the Level 1 class as we have varying abilities. He 
communicates well with his tutors and shows a high level of maturity.  

Mohammed has thrown himself into the MK College running challenges 
set across Active Industries by the Sports Development team on Strava. 
So far, he has been able to cover a total of 72.18km in the space of 3 
weeks. He plans on progressing onto the Level 2 qualification at Milton 
Keynes College, either in Public Services or Sport.  

AWARD WINNER: LOIS MANNING  

AWARD: HIGHER EDUCATION & 
PROFESSIONAL QUALIFICATIONS 
AWARD 

STUDY PROGRAMME:  
HND IN PUBLIC SERVICES  
Lois not only embodies all the values of Milton Keynes College, but 
has demonstrated outstanding commitment to the academic and 
vocational elements of her programmes across 4 years of study. She 
goes above and beyond academic excellence, demonstrated by the 
additional volunteering she has pursued to support her next steps.  

Lois has embraced every opportunity we have presented her with 
as well as finding additional ways to support others while pursuing 
vocationally linked volunteer work. She has shown great bravery 
and focus during difficult times, both before and during the Covid 
pandemic and has never given up on her aspiration to make a 
difference to other people’s lives.  

Higher Education asks students to stretch themselves and to strive 
for excellence, and without doubt Lois has achieved this in terms of 
her academic work. She is a fantastic student. She has never missed 
a deadline, always responds to our feedback and has exceptionally 
high attendance. In addition to this, the personal journey she has 
been on is incredible. Balancing the demands of working with ‘Pact’ 
at HMP Woodhill, a national charity that provides support to prisoners 
and their families, alongside her studies has been a real achievement 

In addition to this she is co-authoring a paper to be submitted to the 
Home Office, commissioned by Thames Valley Police. This paper 
will evaluate the ‘Cut it Out’ campaign, which has been piloted at MK 
College with Hair and Beauty students and aims to help hairdressers 
understand how to support and signpost victims of domestic violence 
when they disclose this information.   

 

ABOUT THE AWARD SPONSOR: 
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE FIRE & RESCUE SERVICE
Buckinghamshire Fire & Rescue Service carries out a broad range of 
community prevention, protection and emergency response activities across 
Buckinghamshire and Milton Keynes. Having a professional and highly skilled 
workforce, BFRS values continuous learning and is committed to using 
apprenticeships as part of its blended approach to refreshing and developing 
its workforce.

ABOUT THE AWARD SPONSOR: 
ICAEW
ICAEW is a world-leading professional membership organisation 
that develops and supports over 30,000 students. Through us, 
talented students can obtain world-class qualifications in chartered 
accountancy, enabling them to start their own business, develop 
rewarding careers in a range of organisations, and much more.

Excellence Excellence



AWARD WINNER: MEGAN BARTON  

AWARD: HAIR & BEAUTY AWARD

STUDY PROGRAMME:  
LEVEL 3 BARBERING
Megan is an outstanding student. From the day she told tutors that 
her previous college had said that she was basic and uncreative, 
they took this as a challenge to prove to Megan that this was not the 
truth. Since that day, Megan has gone from strength to strength. She 
was able to achieve her Level 2 Barbering and is now working at a 
Platinum level for Level 3 Barbering and has just got an interview for 
her dream job.  

Megan strives to support everyone else in the class but does not 
prioritise her own needs and wants. She has faced her own mental 
health battles, but she continues to help those around her despite 
this. She has helped tutors beyond any other student, in supporting 
with Level 2 lessons and helping online while we have been under 
lockdown restrictions.  Megan embodies the value ‘Inspiration’, even 
if she does not see this herself. She has not only has inspired many 
other Level 2 students, but she inspires tutors in their teaching every 
day. 

Megan has completed her Barberlite training with Tom Chapman 
around mental health in Barber shops, as well as her Barbercide 
Covid 19 certificate.  She has also recently just completed the ‘CUT IT 
OUT’ programme with Thames Valley Police for domestic violence. 

Megan would like to work for Milton Keynes College Prison Services 
(learning support) upon leaving college and has an interview for the 
role coming up. 

ABOUT THE AWARD SPONSOR: 
DECESARE
Decesare Hair Salon was established in 1992 and is based in Woburn 
Sands. The salon ethos is that you are only as good as your last 
haircut, so you must make it your best. The salon works closely with 
MK College and continually invests in local apprentices to ensure the 
best hairdressing talent nationally. 

www.decesare.co.uk/

AWARD WINNER: MICHAEL BOAKYE  

AWARD: SCIENCE AWARD

STUDY PROGRAMME:  
LEVEL 2 APPLIED SCIENCES
Since Michael joined College, all members of staff agree that he is a 
pleasure to teach due to his respectful nature. When tasks are set, 
he goes above and beyond the normal standard expected. His IT 
skills at the start of the term were a barrier to learning and hindered 
his completion of assignments but this has never affected his 
motivation. He has worked tirelessly to develop these skills which 
are now some of the most efficient in the class.  Michael is an 
excellent, hardworking and committed student who is always up 
for a challenge. He will not let anything stop him from learning and 
achieving the best out of his education, making him an inspiration to 
everyone he meets. 

Michael clearly displays excellence and respect through his drive to 
complete all tasks given to him to the highest of his ability. He shows 
an appreciation for his education and wants to do his best no matter 
what. His excellence is also demonstrated through his continual, 
timely arrival to both online and onsite lessons, fully prepared. He has 
secured Distinctions in all of his assignments and has successfully 
finished his work experience for this year. He is a shining example of 
excellence.  

Growing up in Africa, Michael had limited access to education. 
Despite this difficult and challenging start in life, since moving to the 
UK and starting his course, Michael has shown his attitude to learning 
is second to none. Upon completing his course, Michael will be 
progressing onto Level 3. 

ABOUT THE AWARD SPONSOR:  
AIR PRODUCTS
Air Products’ purpose is making the world more productive, energy 
efficient and sustainable. Our products help improve energy 
efficiency, reduce environmental impact and address social needs. 
Our innovative solutions that help us achieve this focus on STEM and 
through our strategy we inspire the next generation of scientists and 
engineers. 

Inspire Inspire



AWARD WINNER: EMI ARANDA  

AWARD: ENGLISH & MATHS AWARD 

STUDY PROGRAMME:  
PERFORMING ARTS  
Emi really has embraced the concept of the Milton Keynes College 
values. He always has a warm smile, positive attitude and is 
incredibly proactive in his learning. Emi’s peers feel his enthusiasm 
and ultimately embrace this attitude themselves. He strives towards 
excellence in his work and continues to stretch himself - regularly 
helping other students to improve their English work.  

Emi is a great role model in showing students a safe environment 
online to work and socialise in. Even those who don’t know Emi well 
cannot resist his warm welcoming personality. He often offers to help 
other students who may be struggling around his own timetable, 
whether they are in his own class or others. He is passionate about 
creating a safe working environment in college, online and beyond, 
and has concentrated on bullying and behaviour management within 
his own studies. 

Emi inspires other students to overcome their own anxieties when it 
comes to speaking exams by taking leadership of small groups and 
helping them to prepare. He strives towards excellence in his work 
and always puts a lot of time and effort into his studies. His recent 
exam speech concentrated on helping students who struggle within 
education, providing ideas on how this could be improved. Emi 
displays a deep sense of integrity in all his work and engagement, 
whether that be online or in the classroom. 

Emi admitted that English was a hard subject for him and that his 
confidence was low, but as he has helped more and more students 
overcome their challenges, his own faith and confidence has grown. 
Emi is looking forward to continuing his studies at Milton Keynes 
College. 

AWARD WINNER: JESSICA WRIGHT  

AWARD: ENGINEERING AWARD

STUDY PROGRAMME:  
L3 EXTENDED DIPLOMA IN 
ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGIES 
(AERONAUTICAL)  
From the day Jessica arrived at MK College, you could tell that her 
work ethic was excellent. She is always first to arrive to class, the first 
to hand her work in and always works to an outstanding level. Jessica 
is an astute and very meticulous student who has the ability to take 
on the information from college and to excel in her chosen industry. 

Over the two years that Jessica has been on the course, she has 
proven her dedication time and time again and shows integrity in all 
she does. She is very astute and innovative within her studies and 
is always striving for excellence. The way she is so determined to 
succeed makes her an inspiration to everyone around her. The past 
year has been difficult for all students, but rather than give in, Jessica 
has excelled during online learning. Nothing has deterred her from 
her studies. Jessica continues to gain distinctions in all subjects, 
with a project being entered for The Adams’ Prize, subject to covid 
restrictions.  

Jessica has an infectious bubbly character and is highly thought 
of by students and tutors alike. She fully throws herself into any 
practical sessions and has enjoyed gaining CAD work experience for 
a company called OVE ARUP. Upon completing her course. Jessica is 
hoping to move onto a higher apprenticeship in her chosen field. 

ABOUT THE AWARD SPONSOR: 
MILTON KEYNES UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL
We are a medium sized district hospital providing a full range of acute 
hospital services and an increasing number of specialist services to the 
growing population of Milton Keynes and surrounding areas. 

ABOUT THE AWARD SPONSOR: 
ABB ROBOTICS
ABB’s Robotics & Discrete Automation business provides value-
added solutions in robotics, machine and factory automation. Our 
integrated automation solutions, our application expertise across a 
wide scope of industries and our global presence deliver tangible 
customer value. Our focus on innovation includes extensive work in 
artificial intelligence, an ecosystem of digital partnerships and the 
expansion of our production and research capabilities.

Integrity Inspire



OVERALL STUDENT OF  
THE YEAR AWARD

AWARD WINNER: 
WINNER TO BE ANNOUNCED TONIGHT!

Each of our award winners tonight are fantastic in their own right but it has been a tradition to crown an overall  
Student of the Year from the twenty-two outstanding students you have heard about this evening. A panel of judges including Governors,  

the Principal & Chief Executive and staff came together to select a winner whose name will be revealed in true award-ceremony style.

Good luck to all our Students of the Year – you are all winners!





T H A N K S  T O  O U R  S P O N S O R S

If you would like to become a sponsor for our Students of the Year 
celebration next year, please contact Stephanie Harman on  
stephanie.harman@mkcollege.ac.uk.

The College also has many other opportunities for key stakeholders in our 
community to work with us.

We work closely with employers on specific projects, and we would be 
interested to hear from you if there are areas where you feel we could help 
you with your training needs.

GROUP PRINCIPAL & CEO
Dr Julie Mills OBE

CHAIR OF GOVERNORS
David Meadowcroft



SEPT 20
MK College Principal 
celebrates 30-year 
anniversary 
 
Group Principal & CEO Dr 
Julie Mills OBE celebrated 
30 years of working at the 
College, having joined the 
organisation in 1990.

OCT 20 
Head of Curriculum at 
SCIoT shortlisted for Tech 
Award 
 
Head of Curriculum 
at the South Central 
Institute of Technology 
Laura Marulanda-Carter 
was shortlisted in the 
TechWomen100 Awards.

DEC 20
MK College and Harry’s 
Rainbow team up to 
support bereaved children 
at Christmas 
 
MK College created a 
Christmas quiz to help raise 
money for Harry’s Rainbow, 
a charity that supports 
children and young people 
who have been bereaved of 
a parent or sibling.

NOV 20
Double win for MK College 
apprentices at national 
apprenticeship awards 
 
Former MK College 
apprentices Kimmy Kimani 
and Raginee Scudamore 
were awarded accolades at 
the annual National BAME 
Apprenticeship Awards.

NOV 20
New Futures:MK scheme 
launches to support local 
people into work 
 
MK College and Milton 
Keynes Council joined 
forces to launch New 
Futures:MK, a scheme 
launched to support local 
people who lost their jobs 
due to COVID-19.   

Success and Celebration 
at Milton Keynes College
2020/2021



JAN 21
MK College welcomed 
new Equality, Diversity & 
Inclusion Manager

MK College welcomed 
Arvind Kaushal as its 
new Equality, Diversity & 
Inclusion Manager to help 
drive forward the College’s 
Equality, Diversity & Inclusion 
Strategy.

FEB 21
Award-winning apprentice

MK College apprentice 
Cara Crotty was named 
Apprentice of the Year in 
Milton Keynes University 
Hospital’s annual 
apprenticeships awards.

MAR 21
Unique partnership to train 
teachers for Milton Keynes

MK College joined forces 
with Two Mile Ash Initial 
Teacher Training Partnership 
on a collaboration to train 
more teachers and fill gaps in 
city classrooms. 

APR 21
Thames Valley Nurse Cadets 
shortlisted in HSJ Value 
Awards

The Thames Valley Nurse 
Cadet Programme, of which 
the College is a partner, was 
shortlisted in the HSJ Value 
Pilot Project of the Year at 
the HSJ Value Awards 2021.
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The Brasserie offers a unique dining experience 
with locally sourced ingredients, cooked and 
served by the next generation of the restaurant 
industry. Choose dishes from our ever-evolving 
seasonal a la carte menus or relax with a Bedford-
shire Wooden Hill coffee. 

We are located close to the historical Bletchley 
Park and have ample free parking available onsite.

Sherwood Drive, Bletchley, Milton Keynes MK3 6DR

The Graduate Salon is the College’s onsite hair and 
beauty salon, providing high quality, affordable  

treatments in a stylish setting. The Graduate Salon 
offers a range of services including hairdressing, 

barbering and beauty, and works with industry leading 
brands to deliver the latest treatments inclusive of 

hair colouring, facials and body treatments. 

To book an appointment contact Graduate Salon 
on 01908 684102 or visit graduatemk.co.uk

Sherwood Drive, Bletchley, Milton Keynes MK3 6DR

Pop in for a coffee or book a  
table on 01908 637373 or  
visit thebrasseriemk.co.uk

Little Explorers Nursery, based at Chaffron Way campus, 
is a purpose-built nursery that delivers high quality, pro-
fessional childcare that is accessible and affordable. We 
offer four specialist rooms, designated outside play areas 
and a caring and stimulating environment in which your 
child will flourish and grow at their own pace.

Chaffron Way, Leadenhall, Milton Keynes, MK6 5LP

If you have any enquires about our offering  
or w ish to contact us, please phone 01908 
684462 or visit littleexplorersnurserymk.co.uk

http://www.graduatemk.co.uk
http://www.thebrasseriemk.co.uk
https://littleexplorersnurserymk.co.uk


CHAFFRON WAY 
CAMPUS
Woughton Campus West
Leadenhall
Milton Keynes
MK6 5LP
Tel: 01908 684444

BLETCHLEY CAMPUS
Sherwood Drive
Bletchley
Milton Keynes
MK3 6DR
Tel: 01908 684444

mkcollege.ac.uk


