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Arts 1 Partnership  

Background & Context  

Arts1 is an independent theatre school based in Milton Keynes and established in 2006, running 
full time vocational training courses for 16-18 year olds, alongside a thriving part time school for 
younger students and adults.  

Since 2015, Arts1 have been providing fully funded programmes to our level 3 learners by working 
with college partners including Bedford College, Weston College, USP and Milton Keynes College 
and are now seeking a longer term, true partnership which can be mutually beneficial with a 
student centred approach. 

Arts1 is currently running full time Level 3 study programmes with Performing Arts as the 
vocational aim, delivering the Pearson Level 3 extended diploma in Performing Arts with pathways 
in Musical Theatre, Dance and Acting. 

Arts1 has extremely high levels of vocational quality with a national reputation within the arts 
training sector and an extremely high proportion of students progressing onto HE receive offers 
from notable conservatoires, ultimately progressing into industry.  Many Arts1 students 
progressing to degree level receive scholarship offers from their chosen institutions. 

Arts1 is an approved Pearson examination centre, inspected by JCQ and can process its own 
qualification claims for Performing Arts qualifications. 

All internal policies and procedures are in place including stringent quality assurances processes. 

Gatsby Benchmarks are embedded within the approach to training and student centred vocational 
progression is at the heart of the delivery. 

Arts1 was winner of the BTEC Showstopper Award for performing arts in 2018. 

Proposal  

Arts1 is looking for a 3-5 year partnership with MKC starting with 90 Study Programme learners in 
2020/21.  The annual number is expected to remain consistent for the length of the contract. 

Arts1 would offer expertise and support in developing the 2021/22 MKC Curriculum Offer within 
the Creative & Performing Arts School.  The partnership will see a coherent, complimentary 
performing arts offer for the Milton Keynes area with excellent outcomes for learners.  While Arts1 
will remain completely independent from Milton Keynes College both organisations will gain from 
shared skills and resources.  Milton Keynes College will receive a 15% Management Fee in the first 
year of the partnership. 

 


